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financial year

2025-2026 The Sebart Prometheus 50E of course! The proud owner of

beauty is Instructor Johann Van Wijk. Johann has been with us

a number of years and he has a fascinating collection of flyi

machines. He is from South Africa and is involved in the min

August 1st industry. He flies Mode 2 and is very happy to give hints and t
ANNUAL on that subject. Johann also Instructs on Mode 1.

GENERAL
MEETING

The HMAC newsletter is your vehicle for sharing information, experiences, building projects, etc. with your fellow members.
I f you have photos of your | atest model, a construction
Editor atbuzz@holdfastmac.asn.ator inclusion in a future edition of BUZZ.
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From the President

Rain, rain, rain, we are desperate for by all. The day also served to unite us
rain. Our club is so dependant on and get to know each other better.
natural rain of significance so we do This fundraising event showed what
not have to irrigate so much. The cost can be done when we get a very good
of water has risen year on year and turnout of volunteers and not leave it
our budgeted amounts rely on to the small core group.

historical water usage and natural

: . A special mention to Stewart, Mike,
rainfall. Unfortunately, Adelaide has Audry and my wife Marina for their

not received much rain at all with only personal efforts, not just on the day,

- a small amount last week. but in the organising, planning,
Kirk Winters Our water usage has been estimated purchasing and whole day efforts.

by SA Water for a considerable period
of time due to the meter reader not
having access to the meter or just
coul dnot find the H]%.te

Road Project has not helped with this predictions.

as contractors are using the land to As we now know, it was not as bad as
our north and t heforecastede hogvevar iit wasssfill tdod m
sure, that made access difficult or windy. We would have had to
impossible due to site closures and purchase considerable food items
Safety concerns. and if we did not have a good show

up of club members and visitors, we

would have lost money.

Unfortunately, our Fun Fly for Sunday
the 25th of May 2025 had to be
cancelled due to tln% dire meather

r. e aj or s

Your committee will gain more facts,
science and math to present to you
all in the near future regarding the Nevertheless, the event will still go
very high cost of irrigation and having on, just at a different time of year,
a green, less cracked flight line and very hopefully later this year.

strip. Stay tuned for a date to be advised
Please be reminded about midweek and your active participation is
instruction. If you are looking to sit for appreciated.

your next MAAA wings achievement,
you can get valuable information and
instruction during the week as well as
Sunday morning training.

Please contact Andy Hollitt, lan
Williams or Kim Whitburn.

I dm sur e Il an wo u l
mentioning that he is a very regular

active flyer and usually attends our MASA Trophv Rounds for 2025
club midmorning to around midday

h h Iki underway again. We gained second
Watch your step when walking across 5.6 in the state two years ago and

our field as those nasty cracks are jniand to do better this year. All
wide and deep in many areas. members are invited to attend and
The Fund raising BBQ held at enjoy the activities.

Bunnings Marion store on Saturday The second round of the MASA
the 3rd of May 2025 (e_lectlc_m dqy) Trophy will be hosted by South Coast
turned out to be a major financial ~,p near Milang on Sunday the 1st
success. Our club netted around 2K ¢ 3 ne 2025. We are represented on

profit. We sold around 65 Kilos of s gccasion by John Jefferson and
sausages. myself

Ittth‘znléta” ;[(heth_volun:]eers Who | 3ok for your support at the third
atiended to make this such a success ., 4 \vhich will be held at our field

and quite frankly, a fun day was had ch
t




on Sunday the 13th July Please support our club and enter the event or just come and buy a sausage from
our BBQ fund raiser on the day. The standard of flying is suitable for most Club flyers but it pays to practice

the tasks.

The following Round is scheduled f@unday the 21st Septembeant the Strathalbyn Club.

You can join us for any or all of the rounds. Please contact me for further information or to put your name on
the team nomination form.
{G2L) t NBaay YANJ
y2i Ylyeée LRAYGAE

Our Club Image

Please, when you are at the field and you see people arrive to view our activities, give a few minutes of your
time to have a friendly chat. Promote the Club and in particular, our LIFT program for learners. It is a great

program and we could do with a few more Members.
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Open source informationd as published in the
South Australian Aviation Museum newsletter supplied by courtesy of John Jefferson.

The Thrill of Flying the SIRlL Blackbird (part 1)

In April 1986, following an attack on American soldiers in a Berlin disco, President Reagan ordered the bombing of
Muammar Qaddafi's terrorist camps in Libya. My duty was to fly over Libya and take photos recording the damage-our F
111's had inflicted. Qaddafi had established a 'line of death," a territorial marking across the Gulf of Sidra, swearing to
shoot down any intruder that crossed the boundary. On the morning of April 15, | rocketed past the line at 2,125 mph.

| was piloting the SR/1 spy plane, the world's fastest jet, accompanied by Maj Walter Watson, the aircraft's
reconnaissance systems officer (RSO). We had crossed into Libya and were approaching our final turn over the bleak
desert landscape when Walter informed me that he was receiving missile launch signals. | quickly increased our speed,
calculating the time it would take for the weaponmost likely SA2 and SA4 surfaceto-air missiles capable of Mach 5 to

reach our altitude. | estimated that we could beat the rocketowered missiles to the turn and stayed our course, betting
our lives on the plane's performance.

After several agonizingly long seconds, we made the turn and blasted toward the Mediterranean '"You might want to pull it
back," Walter suggested. It was then that | noticed | still had the throttles full forward. The plane was flying a mile eléry
seconds, well above our Mach 3.2 limit. It was the fastest we would ever fly. | pulled the throttles to idle just south of
Sicily, but we still overran the refuelling tanker awaiting us over Gibraltar.

Scores of significant aircraft have been produced in the 100 years of flight, following the achievements of the Wright
brothers, which we celebrate in December. Aircraft such as the Boeing 707, thB@Sabre Jet, and the P51 Mustang are
among the important machines that have flown our skies. But the SR, also known as the Blackbird, stands alone as a
significant contributor to Cold War victory and as the fastest plane exard only 93 Air Force pilots ever steered the 'sled,’
as we called our aircraft.

As inconceivable as it may sound, | once discarded the plarigerally. My first encounter with the SR1 came when | was

10 years old in the form of moulded black plastic in a Revell kit. Cementing together the long fuselage parts proved tricky,
and my finished product looked less than menacing. Glue, oozing from the seams, discoloured the black plastic. It seemed
ungainly alongside the fighter planes in my collection, and | threw it away.

Twentynine years later, | stood awstruck in a Beale Air Force Base hangar, staring at the very real-BRbefore me. |

had applied to fly the world's fastest jet and was receiving my first wakound of our nation's most prestigious aircraft. In
my previous 13 years as an Air Force fighter pilot, | had never seen an aircraft with such presence. At 107 feet long, it
appeared big, but far from ungainly.

Ironically, the plane was dripping, much like the misshapen model had assembled in my youth. Fuel was seeping through
the joints, raining down on the hangar floor. At Mach 3, the plane would expand several inches because of the severe
temperature, which could heat the leading edge of the wing to 1,100 degrees. To prevent cracking, expansion joints had
been built into the plane. Sealant resembling rubber glue covered the seams, but when the plane was subsonic, fuel
would leak through the joints.

The SR71 was the brainchild of Kelly Johnson, the famed Lockheed designer who created thg8Pthe F104 Starfighter,

and the U2. After the Soviets shot down Gary Powers2Un 1960, Johnson began to develop an aircraft that would fly
three miles higher and five times faster than the spy plarend still be capable of photographing your license plate.
However, flying at 2,000 mph would create intense heat on the aircraft's skin. Lockheed engineers used a titanium alloy to
construct more than 90 percent of the SH1, creating special tools and manufacturing procedures to hadslild each of

the 40 planes. Special heatesistant fuel, oil, and hydraulic fluids that would function at 85,000 feet and higher also had
to be developed.



SR 71 (continued)

In 1962, the first Blackbird successfully flew, and in 1966, the same year | graduated from high school, the Air Force
began flying operational SH1 missions. | came to the program in 1983 with a sterling record and a recommendation
from my commander, completing the weeklong interview and meeting Walter, my partner for the next four years He would
ride four feet behind me, working all the cameras, radios, and electronic jamming equipment. | joked that if we were ever
captured, he was the spy and | was just the driver. He told me to keep the pointy end forward.

We trained for a year, flying out of Beale AFB in California, Kadena Airbase in Okinawa, and RAF Mildenhall in England. On
a typical training mission, we would take off near Sacramento, refuel over Nevada, accelerate into Montana, obtain high
Mach over Colorado, turn right over New Mexico, speed across the Los Angeles Basin, run up the West Coast, turn right at
Seattle, then return to Beale. Total flight time: two hours and 40 minutes.

One day, high above Arizona, we were monitoring the radio traffic of all the mortal airplanes below us. First, a Cessna pilot
asked the air traffic controllers to check his ground speed. 'Ninety knots," ATC replied. A twin Bonanza soon made the
same request. 'Ondéwenty on the ground,’ was the reply. To our surprise, a naw8&came over the radio with a ground
speed check. | knew exactly what he was doing. Of course, he had a ground speed indicator in his cockpit, but he wanted
to let all the bugsmashers in the valley know what real speed was. 'Dusty 52, we show you at 620 on the ground' ATC
responded. The situation was too ripe. | heard the click of Walter's mike button in the rear seat. In his most innocent yoice
Walter startled the controller by asking for a ground speed check from 81,000 feet, clearly above controlled airspace. In a
cool, professional voice, the controller replied, 'Aspen 20, | show you at 1,982 knots on the ground'. We did not hear

another transmission on that frequency all the way to the coast.




Mike Mildren — 90 Years Up

Born in Hong Kong Grew up in Seacliff

i _Here, 2 months old in March On the beach in front of the

¢ 1935 at the Repulse Bay Hotel Seacliff rotunda in 1940 with
“on the south side of Hong mother and sister.

Kong Island. His  ww®¢ = weiww Attended Mclaren

; mother moved him e Vale and Brighton

by to Seacliff SA with his Primary  Schools,

sister Mary Lou in late and Unley High.
1935, :
. VMRS Army Service (1953) - During his degree, he completed 3-6
Electronic Englneer’lng months national service, stationed at the Woodside

at Adelaide Unlv. 1953-7 Barracks Army Base. Aeromodeller

Here in the university engineering labs in The front yard at Salisbury, ca 1973

1956. By his own admission, he was not §
the most enthusiastic student - he wasted !
a lot of his time on home projects, failed a
coupled exams and only scraped through.

Career at WRE (DST)

Worked at the Weapons Research Establishment
{now Defence Science Technology Group) from about
1958. He worked on projects such as submarine
detection, radar, infrared imagers and laser depth
sounders. He retired at age 55 to concentrate on
personal projects such as house building.

Family Man

Met Joy Kaesler at universit
(1957-8), and they dated while
there and, later, when both _i&
worked at WRE. They married in
Aug 1961 and built the family
home in Beltana St. Salisbury
where they raised 3 children
Greg (1963), Alison (1964) and
Richard (1968).

Hobby builder

Hillbank property, Dec 1981 | An innovator in housing deSIgn and
_construction, with a passion for the
‘energy efficiencies obtained by
earth covering. His biggest project
‘was “The Bunker” - an earth
sheltered house built in Greenwith
during the early 90s. Surviving until
2023 at 1 Perkins Ct, it was not well
used unfortunately and perhaps a
_little too far ahead of its time.

Built tens of model radio and
_ control-line planes. Honorary
Life Member of national
(MAAA), state (MASA) and
local clubs (HMAC).

The Blrdman RaIIy 1976

1974, Nuricotpa
2024, Tungkillo

Designed, built and flew a glider in the
 Rally, a distance contest from the
Glenelg jetty. Despite its promising
design and looks, it reached only 13 m,

. ; well short of the 50 m target. The
Adapted wall concrete photo above featured on the front page
spraying from pools_ to of The Advertiser.
housing.

The Bunker in construction, c.a. 1994 * T
e Bunker in co 3 L

H|s 90t celebration on
27.12.2024, at his eldest’s
farm in Tungkillo. =——————§

Mi ke Mildrends story in pictures was compiled by hi
doing well and keeping everyone on their toes at a facility in Hahndorf . Mike is a Life Member of HMAC,

MASA and MAAA.
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Vale John Lomas

It is with regret that we note the passing of long term HMAC Member John Lonjas
in May 2025. John was a regular flyer over many years. He flew all types of
models, starting out designing and building control line types in his early days if
UK. Later graduating onto RC in Australia. However his favourite aircraft was thje

Supermarine Spitfire. Johnds son |IJan
joined HMAC and then | ands son Xavl] er
ago.

It is possible that a memorial service will be held at the HMAC Field in the near|
future. It would be fitting if any Member has a Spitfire and could fly it on the day
as a tribute to lan. Please let the secretary know if you can help.

Kingsley 0427973902

New Gate Latch

The exceptionally dry season has caused problems with the alignment of our
twin gates. It became difficult to move the sliding bolt between the gates when
locking and unlocking. One gate was scraping hard down on the central
concrete block. The gates have now been adjusted and a different drop down
retainer installed on the top rail. Please take care to drop the large retainer into
position and still use the padlocks in the usual manner with a tight chain. Take
care on windy days that one side does not swing onto your vehicle. Thank you
to the maintenance team for this rural solution.




