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Join us at the Social Meeting 

on Friday Sep 6th at which 

Col Reedman and Trevor 

Woolfitt from the Scale 

Society will be demonstrating 

the very interesting range of 

products marketed by 

Christian Traders. 

The HMAC newsletter is your vehicle for sharing information, experiences, building projects, etc with your fellow members. If you have 

photos of your latest model, a construction in progress or handy tip you’d like to share, please send it to Geoff at buzz@itapps.com.au 

for inclusion in a future edition of BUZZ. 

 

Social Meeting - 

Friday September 6th 



 

 

Kingsley Neumann 

The 2013 Annual General Meeting was held 

last month. It was a good night with plenty of 

positive feedback from the reports. I would 

like to welcome two new members to the 

Committee, namely Ian Faulkner and Andrew 

Burdon. Ian has accepted the position of 

Secretary, taking over from Trevor Baudinette. 

Ian was a previous HMAC Secretary some 16 

years ago and has moved in smoothly to take 

up duties. Our thanks go to Trevor for his 

service in that position for three years. Trevor 

is remaining on the Committee. You can’t 

keep a good man down! Andrew is well known 

for his technical prowess with computer 

design and in particular 3D printing. Both Ian 

and Andrew are keen electric flyers. 

 

At the first meeting of the new Committee a 

“Buildings” sub-committee was formed 

consisting of John Boath, Mike Mildren and 

myself. This group is charged with 

investigating the repairs, maintenance and 

possible improvements to our buildings. We 

have noticed problems with storm water 

disposal and of course the vermin. No capital 

expenditure will be undertaken unless 

approved by the Club Members. We are also 

looking at the design and manufacture of two 

dedicated arming tables for electric models. 

These tables will be for short term use, 

namely just the period of time required to arm 

the model and test the controls. Several 

designs have been submitted. We intend to 

have tables that will safely accommodate 

some of the more awkward models including 

sailplanes, small and large foamies, flying 

wings without undercarriage as well as the 

more conventional models. Andrew is working 

on final plans. 

 

The Club has suffered another graffiti attack. 

We were able to quickly paint over most of the 

damage but the shade cloth has been 

damaged beyond repair. We will attempt to 

disguise the damage with heavier application 

of paint using rollers. We have been fortunate 

over the years in not having much of a 

problem with vandals but that does not make 

it any easier for us when we do get hit. If any 

Club Member sees any suspicious activity 

when they are driving past please let a 

committee person know immediately. It is 

notoriously difficult to catch the offenders in 

the act. We do have photographic evidence of 

the tags and we believe the same group is 

responsible for the last two attacks. 

 

The coming month of September brings with it 

some interesting Club activities. We kick off 

with Pylon and Combat on Sunday 1st 

September. Then there is the Club Social 

Meeting on Friday 6th. This should be a good 

one with Col Reedman and Trevor Woolfitt 

from the Scale Society demonstrating the very 

interesting range of products marketed by 

Christian Traders. Bring some cash along and 

I am sure you will not be able to resist the 

temptation to purchase. 

 

Hopefully the rains will ease and the ground 

will dry out a bit so that we can mow the 

landing area before the planned visit by the 

SA Scale Society on Sunday 15th September. 

This annual visit has often been cancelled due 

to unsuitable weather. Normally the third 

Sunday is reserved for a Fun Fly but this time 

we will coordinate our activities with the Scale 

flyers. If you have anything that resembles a 

real aircraft bring it along and try to match the 

skilled flyers. They are always willing to pass 

on tips and general advice. 

 

And don’t forget the HMAC Annual Auction on 

Friday October 4th . The Auction replaces the 

normal Club Meeting for October. 

Kingsley Neumann 
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“ … The Club has suffered anoth-

er graffiti attack. We were able to 

quickly paint over most of the 

damage but the shade cloth has 

been damaged beyond repair ...” 



 

 

Advertise What you Want to  

Buy or Sell on our Web Site 
Send details & photos to Geoff 

Haynes —buzz@itapps.com.au 
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 Here We Go Loop de Loop - by John Jefferson 

 Slowly increase up elevator – once past the 

downward vertical start adding power. 

 Exit the manoeuvre at the same height and 

position as entry. 

 

Aspects which you need to manage: 

 The model’s wings should be level 

throughout the loop – control this with 

aileron input. 

 The model may drift out of the plane of the 

loop – control this with rudder input. 

 When entering the loop into a headwind, 

stretch through the bottom and tighten 

when downwind at the top.  When entering 

the loop downwind, tighten the entry and 

stretch through the top.  These techniques 

will help to maintain the circularity of the 

loop. 

 

When you can perform a reasonable loop, try 

doing two consecutively.  Then set yourself a 

challenge and aim for three.  This will prepare 

you for your gold wings test where you’ll need 

to do three consecutive loops into wind and 

three downwind. 

 

Have a go and get those thumbs working.  

You’ll be pleased with your increased skill level. 

 

Learning to fly a loop is 

something we are taught 

early in our flight training.  

Whilst it is a basic aerobatic 

manoeuvre, it takes a fair bit 

of practise to fly it well in 

varying conditions.  If you’ve 

been flying for a while you’ll 

know the ropes.  For those of you that are still 

gaining experience, hopefully this article will give 

you an insight into the niceties of precision 

flying. 

 

Pulling back on the elevator and holding it there 

won’t give you a good circular loop.  It will more 

than likely give you an ovoid (egg shaped) loop.  

The forces acting on an aircraft during a loop 

are not the same as those when flying a 

horizontal circle where it’s relatively easy to hold 

the aircraft in a constant radius turn and 

constant speed in ideal conditions.  Because a 

loop is flown in the vertical plane there are 

different forces acting on the aircraft at different 

times.  Entry into the loop is usually preceded by 

an increase in speed, pull-up into vertical 

(against gravity) and decrease in speed, over 

the top at reduced speed, downward part (with 

gravity) and increase in speed, pull-out back to 

level flight.  Changing G forces, changing wing 

loading, changing lift and drag components, 

changing speeds all conspire to make your loop 

a bit loopy!  Then there’s the effect of wind 

which tries hard to blow you off course. 

 

So how do we get that nice circular loop?  The 

theory goes like this: 

 Enter the loop at full power – you may need 

to enter a gentle dive to get that extra 

speed, depending on your model. 

 Up elevator – aim for a graceful loop of 

around 40-50 metres diameter. 

 Once past the upward vertical, ease off the 

elevator so the model floats over the top of 

the loop – this should assist in making the 

loop round. 

 Reduce power over the top – gravity will take 

over on the way down. 

“… When you can perform a 

reasonable loop, try doing two 

consecutively.  Then set 

yourself a challenge and aim 

for three.  This will prepare you 

for your gold wings test ...”  

Recent Achievements 

Solo: Simon Muegge  (Instructors - Kingsley Neumann, Graham Paterson) 
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Do You Have a SafeTag? 

 

Have You Fitted a SafeTag 

to Your Electric Model Yet? 

It’s a piece of cake to add 

(no mods required) and 

makes your model compli-

ant with HMAC Safety Re-

quirements. 

 

Full details available on the 

HMAC website under 

“Technical Articles”. 

Kingsley Neumann 

President 

Graham Paterson 

Vice-President 

Ian Faulkner 

Secretary 

John Boath 

Treasurer 

Trevor Baudinette 

General Member 

Mike Mildren 

General Member 

Ross Lloyd 

General Member 

Andrew Burdon 

General Member 

Geoff Haynes 

General Member 

The Committee for 2013-14 was elected at the AGM held on August 2nd. In addition to the 

Office Bearers and General Members shown above, John Modistach was re-appointed as the 

Club’s Public Officer and John Jefferson was appointed as Auditor. 

 

The Committee is entrusted with managing the general operation and financial affairs of the 

Club, establishing policies and guidelines that provide for a safe and suitably equipped 

environment in which its members can enjoy the sport of model flying. 
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 Dave Whitten Awarded Life Membership 

movers in establishing a new field at 

Blackwood.  But he was also on hand to help 

with the work at fields in Christies Beach, 

Noarlunga, Aldinga, Blackwood and two sites 

near Majors Road. 

 

From about 1978 for more than 3 years Dave 

mowed the field using a ride-on mower and 

when that died he purchased and replaced the 

engine at his own expense. 

 

When the position of State Flying Instructor 

was created Dave became the first person to 

hold that position. 

 

He has served HMAC as President, Secretary 

MASA Representative and Committee member 

over a period of 6 years from 1987 to 1993. 

When the Club moved to its current location it 

was very short of funds so Dave and several 

other members provided a loan to keep the 

finances in order until the membership grew. 

 

Dave is a skilful and respected flyer and has 

represented the Club in State and National 

championships in Pattern, Pylon, Gliding and 

Scale disciplines.  He participated in the Kraft 

Masters International aerobatics event in 

1988 and 1989. He has served as a judge in 

Stand Off and FAI Scale events. 

 

He is a regular at monthly meetings and has 

given numerous talks and model 

presentations.  

 

It’s true we need office bearers and leaders in 

our club, but we also need committed and 

active members.  I believe any member who 

has rendered continuous and outstanding 

service, albeit in a quiet and unobtrusive way, 

over such a long period of time deserves to be 

recognised in this way.” 

At this year’s Annual General Meeting, Ross 

Lloyd put forward a motion to award Life 

Membership to Dave Whitten in recognition of 

his decades of loyalty and contribution to the 

Club and the sport of model aircraft building and 

flying.  The proposal met with unanimous 

approval and Dave graciously accepted the 

award in his typically humble style. 

 

Here is a summary of Dave’s history with HMAC 

as presented by Ross in support of his motion: 

 

“Dave is a quiet achiever, but his contribution to 

HMAC and modelling in general has been 

outstanding and of benefit both to his club and 

to our sport.  Dave is the type of person who 

always seems to be around when someone 

needs advice regarding their model, when 

someone wants a new model test flown, when 

someone needs a radio programmed.   

 

What most of us would not know is that Dave 

has been around to help at HMAC for 41 years! 

This is surely longer than any current active club 

member and a lot longer than most of the 

committee which is probably why we are not 

aware of the bulk of Dave’s service to the Club. 

He joined HMAC in 1967 and except for a break 

of 4 years in the 1990’s he has been an active 

member ever since. 

 

In the early days Dave was responsible for 

buying bulk fuel from Southern Models and 

reselling it to members with the profits going to 

the Club. 

 

In about 1973 Dave became a Club Instructor 

and has been helping new members and 

beginners ever since.  He is HMAC’s only 

qualified Glider Instructor. 

 

In 1978 Dave and Ian White were the prime 

Don’t Forget Auction Night! 

Friday, October 4th 

Cosgrove Hall, Clovelly Park 

Full details on page 6 

Kingsley Neumann presenting Dave Whitten with his Life Membership Award 

FPV Policy at HMAC 
If you’re contemplating First 

Person View (FPV) flying at 

the field, please read the 

Guidelines on the website 

under “Technical Articles”. 



 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 Sun 1st Sep - Pylon & Combat 

 Wed 4th Sep  - MASA Meeting 

 Fri 6th Sep—Social Meeting 

 Sun 15th Sep - Fun Fly + Scale Day 

 Wed 18th Sep - Committee 

Meeting 

 

Newcomers to R/C modelling are catered for by setting aside every Sunday 

morning from 10 am when qualified instructors will teach all aspects required for 

the safe operation of the model. During the training period no other models are 

allowed to fly, ensuring the least possible distractions to the student. 

P.O. Box 94 

O'Halloran Hill 

S.A. 5158 

HOLDFAST MODEL AERO CLUB 

Club Phone: 08 8377 2708 

Web: www.holdfastmac.com.au  

 

Newsletter Editor  

buzz@itapps.com.au 

We are fortunate in having so many rated instructors and our thanks go to those keen instructors who turn up even when they are not 

rostered on. We expect to see more learners as the warmer weather approaches. Advanced Flying Training is available on request, so if 

you want to brush up your flying for a Wings test, please arrange a session with one of the Instructors. There are still a number of “Solo 

Only” flyers out there who could easily qualify for the Bronze Wings. 

Date Instructor Instructor Assistant

 SEP 1st John Jefferson Peter Robertson Trevor Baudinette

 SEP 8th Kingsley Neumann (Open) Max Thomas

 SEP 15th Graham Paterson John Jefferson (Ted Carter)

 SEP 22nd Matt Jamieson Ross Lloyd Trevor Baudinette

 SEP 29th Peter Robertson Kingsley Neumann Max Thomas

 OCT 6th (Open) Graham Paterson (Ted Carter)

 OCT 13th Ross Lloyd Matt Jamieson Trevor Baudinette

 OCT 20th John Jefferson Peter Robertson Max Thomas

Instructor Roster (September-October)

Open class pylon 

Tom Jacobsen (Noarlunga) 107 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 98 

Greg Leigh (Noarlunga) 91 

John Yianni (Connie) 40 

Finn Kank (Noarlunga) 19 

 

Standard class pylon 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 72 

John Jefferson (HMAC) 46 

WW I combat 

Barry Grivec (HMAC) 1 

Merv Harris (HMAC) 1 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 1 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 1 

Max Thomas (HMAC) 1 

 

WW II combat 

No missions flown 

Pylon & Combat Competition Results - 4th August 2013 

*** HMAC AUCTION - FRIDAY OCTOBER 4th *** 
 

Mark this date in your diary! The Annual HMAC Auction will be held on Friday October 4th at 

Cosgrove Hall, York St Clovelly Park. 

 

Doors open at 7:00 pm for setup and trading commences at 7:30 pm. The main auction starts 

at 8:30 pm. Cool drinks, tea, coffee and biscuits on sale. 

Admission: $5.00 (Juniors free) 

 

If you have something to sell or swap , or are in the market for a bargain, come along and enjoy 

the fun. 


