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Inside this issue: 

Join us at the Annual General 

Meeting at which the Annual 

Report will be presented and 

the 2013-14 Committee 

elected.  

The HMAC newsletter is your vehicle for sharing information, experiences, building projects, etc with your fellow members. If you have 

photos of your latest model, a construction in progress or handy tip you’d like to share, please send it to Geoff at buzz@itapps.com.au 

for inclusion in a future edition of BUZZ. 

 

Geoff Haynes visited the recent Jet Action event at Monarto and took these shots of some of the 

magnificent scale jets on display.  

Friday August 2nd - AGM 



 

 

Kingsley Neumann 

Members will have noted by now that HMAC is 

hosting an Instructor's Course in the 

Clubrooms on Saturday and Sunday (July 27-

28). This is a joint MAAA and MASA initiative 

involving visitors from Interstate and SA 

country areas. According to my last 

notification we expect about 30 people to 

attend. The intention is to standardise the 

method of teaching our students. Some new 

Instructors will gain their qualifications and 

some already qualified Instructors will have 

the opportunity to observe the new methods 

and refresh their ideas. 

 

We have been chosen to host the course 

because of our Clubroom facilities and 

convenient field location. There will be some 

flying activities on both days as the practical 

components are demonstrated. I am advised 

that any disruption to our normal activities will 

be minimal but I must ask all HMAC Members 

to please be tolerant and welcome our guests. 

They will all be Gold Wings rated pilots and 

safety briefings will be conducted. 

 

Catering for all these visitors will be the 

responsibility of MAAA/MASA but HMAC will 

host a BBQ for Sunday lunch, thanks once 

again to John Anthony and his loyal band of 

helpers. All Club Members are invited to come 

along and enjoy the food and company . 

Normal prices will apply. 

 

Some Members may not be aware that their 

MAAA licence cards are now available. We do 

not normally post them out. They are arranged 

in racks on the wall inside the Club Shed. 

Please make sure that you visit the Shed and 

pick up your card. All flyers must be able to 

produce a current MAAA card on request. The 

card is an indication that you have insurance 

and it shows your Wings Status. The 

accompanying safety blurb is also worthwhile 

reading. 

 

At the July 5th meeting a reasonable number 

of Members engaged in discussion about 

improvements to be made at our field. Some 

good ideas came up including starting tables 

for electric models, more shelter at the Pits 

and ideas about a smooth runway. The 

Committee has decided that it should seek 

more ideas especially from some of the other 

Members who don't attend Meetings. So Geoff 

Haynes, our Buzz Editor, is devising an online 

survey. You will see the details shortly and 

hopefully we will get a better idea of where we 

should head. We do have some money set 

aside for improvements so it is just a matter 

of agreement and approval to go ahead. 

 

The Annual General Meeting is coming up on 

August 2nd. This is an ideal time to come 

along and hear a few reports and vote in your 

new Committee. I do not expect any 

controversial issues at this point but everyone 

is entitled to have their say. A light supper will 

be provided and it is a good opportunity to 

come along and see a few old friends for a bit 

of a chat. 

 

On September 6th we will be visited by Col 

Reedman and Trevor Woolfit who have some 

interesting items to show us including a good 

range of environmentally friendly model 

building products and a Glo-motor that runs 

on CDI ignition.  

And don't forget the Auction on October 4th! 

Kingsley Neumann 
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Page 2 

“ … The Annual General Meeting 

is coming up on August 2nd. This 

is an ideal time to come along 

and hear a few reports and vote 

in your new Committee ....” 

GPS Proves to be a Useful Add-on - by Grantley Colebatch 

I recently fitted a GPS recorder to my Sebart 

Angel 50E. During the first flight with it 

installed, I noticed an object fall from the 

plane when it was above the eastern outfield 

area, over high weed and scrub land. I quickly 

brought the model in for an emergency 

landing and being focused on getting it safely 

back on the ground, I did not have time to 

note where the fragment had landed. 

 

The missing piece turned out to be the 

canopy. After some time of fruitless searching 

for it, I gave up and went home. I then 

downloaded the recorded flight data from the 

GPS and overlaid it on a Google Earth map. 

Restricting the plot to the last minute or so of 

flight, I printed the result and returned to the 

flying field. With the help of another club 

member, we resumed the search using the 

plot of the flight path, 

f i n d i n g  o u r s e l v e s 

noticeably distant from 

where I conducted the 

first search. We went to 

the location that I 

estimated was the point 

of separation and within 

20 metres of that point, 

right in front of me, was 

the canopy, none the 

worse for wear after its 

free-fall descent. 

 

My new toy (the GPS module) had almost 

paid for itself on its first use — a very 

interesting exercise with a very pleasing 

ending. 

Do You Have a SafeTag? 

 

Have You Fitted a SafeTag 

to Your Electric Model Yet? 

It’s a piece of cake to add 

(no mods required) and 

makes your model compli-

ant with HMAC Safety Rec-

ommendations. 

 

Full details available on the 

HMAC website under 

“Technical Articles”. 
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 Wings - by John Jefferson 

As mentioned above, the club encourages 

pilots to improve their skill levels.  In this 

regard our instructors would be pleased to 

assist in explaining how the manoeuvres 

should be undertaken and to coach you 

through them - just ask one of us.  The 

preferred time would be on Sunday mornings 

as soon as normal training is finished, usually 

12:30. 

 

When you’ve practised all the elements in the 

schedule and are reasonably competent, front 

up on a Sunday morning (or some other time by 

prior arrangement with two instructors) and the 

instructors on duty can conduct the required 

test.  Take a deep breath and just fly the 

manoeuvres called by the instructor. 

 

After your Gold Wings, the next challenge is to 

undertake an Instructor’s course.  If you are 

interested, talk to a Committee member as 

prospective instructors need to be 

recommended by the Club to MASA, which will 

liaise with the MASA Senior Flying Instructor 

who conducts the course. 

 

Regardless of which wings you achieve, you will 

be a better all-round flyer.  A disciplined 

approach to improving your skills will be 

rewarded with immense satisfaction, especially 

when you are presented with your wings at a 

club meeting.  Go for it! 

So, you’ve soloed and are 

having a great time flying 

circuits with some basic 

aerobatics thrown in.  What 

about challenging yourself 

and going for those Bronze 

Wings.  You can do it.  The 

flight test is basically the 

solo requirement plus some additional 

manoeuvres to demonstrate the skills you have 

developed since you achieved solo status. 

 

The flight test is based on the Model 

Aeronautical Association of Australia Inc. (MAAA) 

Fixed Wing Powered – Bronze Wings schedule 

(see www.maaa.asn.au – Manual of Procedures 

MOP027- Award of Wings).  Furthermore, HMAC 

requires you to demonstrate a loop and a roll as 

part of the test, which should pose no difficulty. 

 

In addition to the flight test you’ll need to pass a 

written exam (tick the appropriate answer box) 

on the “Principles of Flight”.  A copy of the 

principles was given to you when you first joined 

the club.  It’s just a matter of reading through 

the document and understanding how an 

aircraft responds to varying influences. 

 

The club encourages everyone to improve their 

skill level by going for their Bronze Wings; or if 

already Bronze, their Gold Wings. As you would 

expect, the Gold Wings flight test incorporates 

more complex manoeuvres.  The test is also 

prescribed under MAAA’s MOP027; comprising 

14 elements which must be completed in no 

more than four flights.  Those elements include: 

 

 inward and outward figure eights; 

 procedure turn; 

 Immelman turn; 

 three consecutive inside loops; 

 Cuban eight; 

 inverted flight (5 seconds); 

 three consecutive horizontal rolls; 

 (all the above are executed left to right 

and right to left) 

 spin (3 turns). 

“… In addition to the flight test 

you’ll need to pass a written 

exam (tick the appropriate 

answer box) on the “Principles 

of Flight ...”  

Recent Achievements 

Bronze Wings: Barry Grivec  (Instructors - Max Thomas, Bob Tait) 

 

http://www.maaa.asn.au


 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 Fri 2nd Aug  - HMAC AGM 

 Sun 4th Aug - Pylon & Combat 

 Wed 7th Aug  - MASA Meeting 

 Sun 18th Aug - Fun Fly 

 Wed 21st Aug - Committee 

Meeting 

 

Newcomers to R/C modelling are catered for by setting aside every Sunday 

morning from 10 am when qualified instructors will teach all aspects required for 

the safe operation of the model. During the training period no other models are 

allowed to fly, ensuring the least possible distractions to the student. 

P.O. Box 94 

O'Halloran Hill 

S.A. 5158 

HOLDFAST MODEL AERO CLUB 

Club Phone: 08 8377 2708 

Web: www.holdfastmac.com.au  

 

Newsletter Editor  

buzz@itapps.com.au 

We are fortunate in having so many rated instructors and our thanks go to those keen instructors who turn up even when they are not 

rostered on. We expect to see more learners now that the warm weather is here. Advanced Flying Training is available on request, so if 

you want to brush up your flying for a Wings test, please arrange a session with one of the Instructors. There are still a number of “Solo 

Only” flyers out there who could easily qualify for the Bronze Wings. 

Date Instructor Instructor Assistant

 JUL 28th Graham Paterson John Jefferson Max Thomas

 AUG 4th Matt Jamieson Ross Lloyd (Ted Carter)

 AUG 11th Peter Robertson Kingsley Neumann Trevor Baudinette

 AUG 18th Alan Scroop Graham Paterson Max Thomas

 AUG 25th Ross Lloyd Matt Jamieson (Ted Carter)

 SEP 1st John Jefferson Peter Robertson Trevor Baudinette

 SEP 8th Kingsley Neumann Alan Scroop Max Thomas

 SEP 15th Graham Paterson John Jefferson (Ted Carter)

Instructor Roster (August-September)

Open class pylon 

Pete Smyth (HMAC) 111 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 102 

Greg Leigh (Noarlunga) 98 

Tom Jacobsen (Noarlunga) 82 

John Yianni (Connie) 82 

Vin Pike (HMAC) 21 

 

Standard class pylon 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 75 

John Jefferson (HMAC) 53 

Mike Keele (HMAC) 46 

Ian Cole (HMAC) 33 

WW I combat 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 4 

Merv Harris (HMAC) 2 

Barry Grivec (HMAC) 1 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 1 

Max Thomas (HMAC) 1 

 

WW II combat 

No missions flown 

Pylon & Combat Competition Results - 7th July 2013 

HMAC AUCTION - FRIDAY OCTOBER 4th  
 

Mark this date in your diary! The Annual HMAC Auction will be held on Friday October 4th at 

Cosgrove Hall, York St Clovelly Park. 

Doors open at 7:00 pm for setup and trading commences at 7:30 pm. The main auction starts at 

8:30 pm. Cool drinks, tea, coffee and biscuits on sale. 

Admission: $5.00 (Juniors free) 

If you have something to sell or swap , or are in the market for a bargain, come along and enjoy 

the fun. 

Sad Passing 
On behalf of all Club members, we wish to extend our sincere sympathy to John Boath on the 

recent passing away of his wife Roslyn, who is now at peace after a long battle with cancer.   


