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Inside this issue: 

Join us at the July Social 

Meeting at which will be 

discussed ideas and plans 

for future improvements to 

the Club’s facilities and 

events. 

The HMAC newsletter is your vehicle for sharing information, experiences, building projects, etc with your fellow members. If you have 

photos of your latest model, a construction in progress or handy tip you’d like to share, please send it to Geoff at buzz@itapps.com.au 

for inclusion in a future edition of BUZZ. 

 

 

This collage of photos was taken at the Club field earlier this month when HMAC hosted the 

Radian glider competition organised by SSL. The mass launch of up to 13 models simultaneously 

was very impressive. Read more about the event on page 2.  

July 5th Social Meeting 



 

 

Kingsley Neumann 

It was great to see so many flyers having fun 

recently when the SSL group visited us for a 

Radian event. The mass launch was most 

impressive. At one stage I counted thirteen 

gliders all shooting up to the height limit. Then 

they all began circling and it looked for all the 

world like a scene from "Jonathon Livingstone 

Seagull."  

 

The aim was to stay in the air for exactly 5 

minutes and 15 seconds. Points were given 

for touching down as closely to that time as 

possible. Of course some didn't make it. But 

not to worry they quickly reorganised and lined 

up for the next round. I think we can easily 

repeat this style of competition on our Fun Fly 

days. In fact we have already done so a few 

times. If you have an electric self launching 

glider how about dusting it off and joining us 

at our next Fun Fly day? It is held on the third 

Sunday of the month and not to be confused 

with the Point Ten Pylon and Combat which is 

on the first Sunday. 

 

The Committee is inviting all Members to get 

involved in discussions at the next meeting 

(July  5th ). The aim is to find out from you 

exactly what you would like to see happen at 

the Club. There will also be an electronic 

survey of all Members to gain an idea of what 

you would like. 

 

At this stage there seems to be a good deal of 

interest in having a rain proof shelter at the 

pits. We don't fly in the rain of course but 

sometimes those light showers can be really 

annoying as you scramble to pack up just to 

find the rain stops as you are leaving. People 

have also asked for some shelter from the 

wind. There are a few different ways to 

address the problem. One thing is for sure - if 

we go ahead with a building project, I will be 

calling for volunteers to help with everything. 

We do have money in the bank but we are not 

about to employ contractors unnecessarily. It 

is easy to fall into the trap of thinking that 

someone else will do it but let's face it, a Club 

like ours only exists because of its Members 

and we have got to where we are by countless 

hours of unpaid voluntary work by Members.  

 

If you compare us to a Golf Club you will find 

that the big difference is in the fee structure. 

Golf Clubs might look nice but they have to 

pay for people to water and mow those neat 

lawns. We do very well with our volunteers and 

I thank them all once more.  

 

Another important matter for consideration in 

July and at the AGM in August is a rule change 

that will require SafeTags for all electric  

models .  There are many other 

recommendations from the Electric Safety 

Committee to be considered but the stand out 

important one is the SafeTag.  

 

And one final piece of news. We have 

confirmed our booking at Cosgrove Hall for the 

Annual HMAC Auction. The date is Friday 

October 4th. There will be no Club Social 

Meeting that month. Put it in your diary. 

Kingsley Neumann 
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“ … If you compare us to a 

Golf Club you will find that the 

big difference is in the fee 

structure. ...” 

Radian Competition Proves Popular 

The recent Radian Glider Competition 

organised by SSL and hosted by HMAC was 

an entertaining event for both contestants 

and spectators. More than a dozen pilots 

entered the competition and engaged in 

several heats of powered launch and free 

flight. With 15 seconds of powered ascent, 

the object was then to remain aloft for exactly 

5 minutes, with points deducted for early or 

late landing. 

 

The boys from SSL showed their experience, 

but our Club entrants,  Dave Whitten, Ian 

Cole, Ian Faulkner, John Jefferson and Murray 

Scott gave a good account of themselves. Ian 

Cole and John Jefferson were not flying 

standard Radians, so did not fare in the 

official rankings. 

Final results were as follows: 

 
1       Greg Potter     126 

-  Ian Cole     124 

2       Dave Whitten    119 

3       Andrew Meyer    115 

4       Mal Pring       113 

5       Gavin Bowden    103 

6       Brian Lockett    92 

7       Wayne Digance    88 

8       Mal Baxter       86 

9       Connor Thomas    85 

10      Ian Faulkner     78 

—-      John Jefferson   48 

11      Anatoly Patrick  44 

12      Murray Scott     28 
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 Bombs Away - by John Jefferson 

prototype.  A bit of surgery to the underside of 

the fuselage at the CG point, a spare servo 

glued and taped in the cut-out, then wired up 

to a spare channel on the receiver.  A spare 

switch was assigned to that channel on the 

transmitter.  The output arm of the servo was 

filed into a hook shape.  The bomb was fitted 

with a wire U bracket which fitted onto the 

hooked servo arm, plus a straight piece of wire 

extending from the bomb’s tail to another U 

bracket on the underside of the fuselage to 

stop the bomb swinging in flight.  The plan was 

when the released in a dive, the bomb would 

fall away cleanly.  The plan worked but the 

initial bomb was too heavy for the plane which 

struggled with the extra weight.  After a search 

of local cheap shops I found a smaller bomb 

which worked just as well with less complaint 

from the plane.  Success! 

 

The system worked well when put to the test 

during the June fun-fly.  One salient lesson 

relating to a bomb drop is to keep your eyes on 

the plane, not the bomb when it is released, 

however tempting it is to follow the trajectory 

down. 

 

The club’s fun-fly is certainly a fun event.  

Congratulations to the organisers and helpers 

for giving us the opportunity to get involved in 

something a bit different. 

 

I’m looking forward to the next one, weather 

gods permitting. 

When our club fun-fly events 

started a little while ago I 

was not able to attend 

because of a volunteer 

commitment at another 

venue on the third Sunday of 

the month.  This year I 

stepped back from that 

commitment, making it possible to compete in 

the fun-fly.  However, the weather gods did not 

permit fun-fly to take place the first three 

months of this year.  Still, we have the rest of 

the year to go and hopefully I won’t need to 

sacrifice a model to appease the gods. 

 

Carrier landing?  Bomb dropping?  The first 

decision to make was which model would be 

suitable for the varied events.  Why not a 

trainer?  The flying characteristics of a trainer 

are relatively benign, which in theory should 

assist in making the tasks set by the contest 

director a straightforward affair.  On the other 

hand an electric foamy would be easier to 

handle in such events.   

 

When I fronted up to my first event (June fun-

fly), carrier landing on a relatively small deck, I 

opted for an electric foamy (Parkzone Typhoon 

2) to start off with.  As it turned out my choice 

was vindicated.  I may give the trainer 

(Boomerang II) a go at a later event. 

 

I thought about the bomb dropping event and 

decided to use the Typhoon 2 foamy as the 

“…I thought about the bomb 

dropping event and decided to 

use the Typhoon 2 foamy as 

the prototype.  ..” 

Recent Achievements 

Gold Wings: Michael Keele  (Instructors - John Jefferson, Graham Paterson) 

Solo:  Simon Muegge (Instructors - Kingsley Neumann, Graham Paterson) 



 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 Sat 29th June—Working Bee 

 Wed 3rd July - MASA  Meeting 

 Fri 5th July—Social Meeting 

 Sun 7th July - Pylon & Combat 

 Wed 17th July - Committee 

Meeting 

 Sun 21st July -  Fun Fly 

Newcomers to R/C modelling are catered for by setting aside every Sunday 

morning from 10 am when qualified instructors will teach all aspects required for 

the safe operation of the model. During the training period no other models are 

allowed to fly, ensuring the least possible distractions to the student. 

P.O. Box 94 

O'Halloran Hill 

S.A. 5158 

HOLDFAST MODEL AERO CLUB 

Club Phone: 08 8377 2708 

Web: www.holdfastmac.com.au  

 

Newsletter Editor  

buzz@itapps.com.au 

We are fortunate in having so many rated instructors and our thanks go to those keen instructors who turn up even when they are not 

rostered on. We expect to see more learners now that the warm weather is here. Advanced Flying Training is available on request, so if 

you want to brush up your flying for a Wings test, please arrange a session with one of the Instructors. There are still a number of “Solo 

Only” flyers out there who could easily qualify for the Bronze Wings. 

Date Instructor Instructor Assistant

 JUN 30th Alan Scroop Graham Paterson Trevor Baudinette

 JUL 7th John Jefferson Matt Jamieson Max Thomas

 JUL 14th Ross Lloyd Peter Robertson Ted Carter

 JUL 21st Kingsley Neumann Alan Scroop Trevor Baudinette

 JUL 28th Graham Paterson John Jefferson Max Thomas

 AUG 4th Matt Jamieson Ross Lloyd Ted Carter

 AUG 11th Peter Robertson Kingsley Neumann Trevor Baudinette

 AUG 18th Alan Scroop Graham Paterson Max Thomas

Instructor Roster (July - August)

Open class pylon 

Pete Smyth (HMAC) 107 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 95 

Tom Jacobsen (Noarlunga) 93 

John Yianni (HMAC) 87 

Vin Pike (HMAC) 82 

Mike Savill (Connie) 62 

Finn Kank (Noarlunga) 21 

 

Standard class pylon 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 76 

Ian Cole (HMAC) 64 

Mike Keele (HMAC) 64 

WW I combat 

Merv Harris (HMAC) 1 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 1 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 1 

 

WW II combat 

No missions flown 

 

Pylon & Combat Competition Results - 2nd June 2013 

Working Bee—Saturday 29th June 
 

On Saturday 29th June commencing at 0900 there will be a group of people on the field 

attending to some much needed crack repair work. There will be several vehicles involved. 

 

If you are able to assist please come along with a spade and help spread the topdressing 

material.  

 

A gang of 10-15 people should be able to complete most of the work in about 2 hours. If it is left 

up to the usual volunteers it will take longer. 


