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Inside this issue: 

Join us at the May General 

Meeting at which the 2013-

14 Annual Budget will be 

presented for discussion and 

approval. 

The HMAC newsletter is your vehicle for sharing information, experiences, building projects, etc with your fellow members. If you have 

photos of your latest model, a construction in progress or handy tip you’d like to share, please send it to Geoff at buzz@itapps.com.au 

for inclusion in a future edition of BUZZ. 

 

 

Kingsley Neumann’s Astro Hog, a 1950's early RC Pattern plane, built from the Sig kit which is 

readily available in shops. It is powered by a new OS 95VFS which has proven so far to be at the 

top end of acceptable power (it would fly on a 55 two stroke). The model took about four months 

to complete and is very traditional with plenty of balsa and ply. The covering is Super Monokote 

"Missile Red" with Solartrim markings. Hitec Aurora 9 for guidance. They say nothing flies like a 

Hog and Kingsley can attest to that!  

May 3rd General Meeting 



 

 

Kingsley Neumann 

I am pleased to report that at long last the 

Committee has received the new Lease 

document from our landlord  (The Department 

of Environment Water and Natural Resources - 

DEWNR). Everything appears to be in order so 

the document will be duly signed sealed and 

delivered back to them. It gives us the right of 

tenure for ten years with a right of renewal for 

another ten years at our present site.  

Unlike earlier lease agreements this one is 

highly detailed and perhaps restrictive in 

some ways. This is not necessarily bad. At 

least we know where we stand. Most items 

are negotiable and we merely need to advise 

DEWNR in many cases when we change 

things. As I mentioned last month we now 

need to obtain specific approval to import any 

landscaping materials including normal loam 

that we use to top dress and level our various 

areas. We have just received approval to 

import the materials to fill some of the cracks. 

If you happen to see people working with a car 

and trailer and shovels please consider 

offering to help. The job is not big enough for a 

full blown Working Bee. That will come later. 

The General Meeting on 3rd May will be an 

important one for Members. We will be 

discussing and hopefully approving, a working 

Budget for the Committee in accordance with 

Club By Laws. The good news is (official leak) 

that the HMAC component of your annual 

Membership Fees does not need to be 

increased. We will not know the final Fee until 

the MAAA and MASA components are 

announced by the end of May. 

I will also introduce a new document to 

Members at the May meeting which is only in 

draft form at this stage. I have called it the 

HMAC Management Plan. It is an open ended 

plan for the development of our facilities now 

that we have the most secure tenure and time 

frame that we can expect. I am confident that 

some items will be accepted by the Members. 

We have been talking about improvements for 

a long time now and I believe that we can 

afford to do quite a lot within our not 

inconsiderable resources.  

I was pleased to see such a large contingent 

of HMAC Members at the recent Constellation 

Classic Air Races. John Anthony and his group 

are to be congratulated. In fact Terry Cosh of 

Connie Club actually said to me that without 

HMAC they would struggle to get enough 

volunteers each day. It was wonderful to 

watch the skilled flying. I am quite happy for 

Connie to have and run such a large event. 

The administration is quite complex but under 

the directorship of John Modistach (HMAC), 

Neil Tank (NMAS) plus many others at the 

Connie Club it all went very well and they are 

to be congratulated. 

Don't forget the Fun Fly event which is held at 

our Club on the third Sunday of each month. 

Any Member can enter, even if you are just at 

Solo Standard. I like to think that we are a 

friendly bunch and the name of the game is 

"FUN". 

Kingsley Neumann 
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3D Printing Demonstration at April 

Social Meeting 
 

Attendees at the April Social meeting 

were treated to an excellent presenta-

tion on 3D printing by Andrew Burdon. 

Not only did Andrew do a great job 

speaking about the technology, he also 

gave a fascinating demonstration of 3D 

printing in action by designing a 3-

dimensional object from scratch and 

producing the object with his 3D printer 

during the presentation. 

 

This technology opens many possibilities 

in our hobby such as creation of custom 

small parts and replication of plastic 

spare parts for older models that may be 

difficult or impossible to locate. 

“ … I was pleased to see such 

a large contingent of HMAC 

Members at the recent Con-

stellation Classic Air Races. 

John Anthony and his group 

are to be congratulated. ...” 
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 Model Safety - Maintenance - by John Jefferson 

Post-flight is always a good opportunity to 

check the model, especially when cleaning oil 

residue as this requires getting into all the 

nooks and crannies.  Even if you are an 

electron user there still will be dust, dirt, mud, 

grass etc. that accumulates on the model.  

Engine vibration, harmonic resonance, 

aggressive aerobatics, heavy landings/arrivals, 

can all contribute to a weakening of the 

airframe and consequential disaster.  None of 

us want our model to self-destruct mid-air, do 

we?  It’s bad enough when bits fall off after a 

heavy landing, but trekking through the 

outlying scrub to recover lost engines, battery 

packs etc. is not something to look forward to.  

Then after the trek you have to remove all the 

burs that attach themselves to your socks 

(which is how the hook and loop (Velcro) 

fastener system was discovered). 

 

There’s an old aviation saying that an aircraft 

cannot fly until the weight of the paperwork 

(maintenance, flight planning etc.) is equal to 

the weight of the aircraft.  We modellers don’t 

need to get bogged down with such paperwork 

but we should certainly undertake essential 

maintenance activities.  A periodic check of all 

nuts, bolts, screws and associated fittings 

should be part of the maintenance routine.  

Going over these items with a screwdriver or 

appropriate tool is safer than just eyeballing 

them. 

 

Maintenance does not take too much time.  It 

will help make the model safer to fly and 

hopefully prolong its life. 

 

Come on – play the game and maintain! 

Once your latest model has 

been built/assembled and 

test flown, some of us tend to 

forget those essential 

inspection/maintenance 

requirements.  Full size pilots 

would not dream of taking off 

without checking to make 

sure the aircraft was safe for flight.  So what’s 

different with our models?  Nothing – we also 

have an obligation to make sure our models are 

safe for flight. 

 

In the pre-2.4 GHz days we were taught to 

undertake a pre-flight check that consisted of: 

 a range check where you would walk 30 

paces away from the model and see if all 

controls were operative with the transmitter 

antenna in the collapsed position; and 

 applying the CAT mnemonic: 

Controls operating in the correct sense; 

Antenna (transmitter and receiver 

aerial) extended; 

Trims centred (if the transmitter had 

manual slider type trims instead of 

digital). 

Also, when assembling the model in the pits you 

would check to see if anything was loose, 

fractured or broken, or potentially dangerous. 

 

If you are a 2.4 user, a range and control check 

should still be part of your pre-flight check.  

What if you forgot to fully charge the Tx or on-

board battery pack before you came to the 

field?  What if the receiver or battery pack were 

dislodged or damaged during a heavy landing 

last time the model flew?  Also, don’t forget the 

correct alignment of the Tx and Rx antennas. 

“… trekking through the 

outlying scrub to recover lost 

engines, battery packs etc. is 

not something to look forward 

to...“ 

Add 3-axis Stabilisation to Your Electric Model 
 

No doubt most of you are aware of Spektrum’s AS3X 

technology that is being incorporated into some of the smaller 

park flyer models coming from E-Flite and Parkzone. It adds 

gyro stabilisation to the pitch, yaw and roll elements, giving 

these small models the feel of a much larger one, particularly 

in breezy conditions. 

 

Spektrum has recently announced the AR635 6-channel 

2.4GHz receiver with integrated AS3X stabilisation. This 

means you can now add 3-axis stabilisation to your existing electric, fixed wing model by simply 

replacing the receiver (assuming you use Spektrum/JR 2.4GHz DSM equipment). Well, it’s not 

quite that simple if you currently have multiple servos per control surface, driven by separate 

channels, in which case servo Y-leads and some mechanical servo adjustment will be required. 

Spektrum also recommends it be used only with electric powered models, and they should be no 

larger than 90-size (nitro equivalent).  

 

If anyone has already installed and tested this receiver in a model, share your experience by 

sending a report to the editor (buzz@itapps.com.au) for inclusion in a future issue of BUZZ. 



 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 Wed 1st May - MASA Meeting 

 Fri 3rd May - General Meeting 

 Sun 5th May - Pylon & Combat 

 Wed 15th May - Committee 

Meeting 

 Sun 19th May -  Fun Fly 

 24-26th May - Jet Action - 

Monarto 

 

Newcomers to R/C modelling are catered for by setting aside every Sunday 

morning from 10 am when qualified instructors will teach all aspects required for 

the safe operation of the model. During the training period no other models are 

allowed to fly, ensuring the least possible distractions to the student. 

P.O. Box 94 

O'Halloran Hill 

S.A. 5158 

HOLDFAST MODEL AERO CLUB 

Club Phone: 08 8377 2708 

Web: www.holdfastmac.com.au  

 

Newsletter Editor  

buzz@itapps.com.au 

We are fortunate in having so many rated instructors and our thanks go to those keen instructors who turn up even when they are not 

rostered on. We expect to see more learners now that the warm weather is here. Advanced Flying Training is available on request, so if 

you want to brush up your flying for a Wings test, please arrange a session with one of the Instructors. There are still a number of “Solo 

Only” flyers out there who could easily qualify for the Bronze Wings. 

Date Instructor Instructor Assistant

 APR 28th Peter Robertson Kingsley Neumann Max Thomas

 MAY 5th Alan Scroop Graham Paterson Ted Carter

 MAY 12th

 MAY 19th John Jefferson Matt Jamieson Trevor Baudinette

 MAY 26th Ross Lloyd Peter Robertson Max Thomas

 JUN 2nd Kingsley Neumann Alan Scroop Ted Carter

 JUN 9th Graham Paterson John Jefferson Trevor Baudinette

Instructor Roster (May-June)

Mothers Day - No Instructors rostered

Note: Many open class pylon competitors absent due to Golden Era racing practice at 

Constellation field. 

Open class pylon 

Tom Jacobsen (Noarlunga) 96 

Finn Kank (Noarlunga) 85 

 

Standard class pylon 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 74 

John Jefferson (HMAC) 69 

Les Mepham (HMAC) 52 

James York (Noarlunga) 44 

Mike Keele (HMAC) 35 

WW I combat 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 6 

Merv Harris (HMAC) 1 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 1 

Max Thomas (HMAC) 1 

 

WW II combat 

John Jefferson (HMAC) 1 

Ross Lloyd (HMAC) 1 

Pylon & Combat Competition Results - 7th April 2013 

JET ACTION 2013 - MONARTO 

24th - 26th May 2013 

 

The Annual Jet 

Invitational will be held 

at AMA Model Airport, 

Monarto, from Friday 

24th May to Sunday 

26th May. This is 

always a spectacular 

event featuring a host of turbine and ducted 

fan scale and sport jets from all around 

Australia. More information is available on the 

AMA website: www.ama.org.au/jet_action.html 

COMBINED FUN FLY & RADIAN COMPETITION 

16th June 2013 

 

In addition to the 

normal Fun Fly events 

being conducted on 

Sun June 16th, 

Southern Soaring 

League (SSL) is 

organising a “Radian” 

sailplane competition at our flying field for 

all interested modellers. So bring your 

Radian along (or go and buy one) and take 

part in this enjoyable aspect of our hobby.  

http://ama.org.au/jet_action.html

