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Inside this issue: 

Join us at the April Social 

Meeting where Andrew 

Burdon will be demonstrating 

the fascinating technology of 

3D printing and its possible 

use in our hobby. 

The HMAC newsletter is your vehicle for sharing information, experiences, building projects, etc with your fellow members. If you have 

photos of your latest model, a construction in progress or handy tip you’d like to share, please send it to Geoff at buzz@itapps.com.au 

for inclusion in a future edition of BUZZ. 

 

 

Steve Davies scratch built this Avro Vulcan from his own plans. It is constructed of foam, covered 

with brown paper, then painted in the camouflage scheme. Wingspan: 1.4m, powered by 4 

electric ducted fans (55mm).  There are 18 wheels on the retractable gear. Nice work, Steve! 

April 5th Social Meeting 



 

 

Kingsley Neumann 

The Committee recently accepted a detailed 

report from the Electric Flight Safety 

Subcommittee. The Committee consisting of 

Grantley Colebatch, Andy Hollitt, Geoff  

Haynes and John Boath has identified a 

number of hazards associated with the ever 

increasing number of EP models seen on our 

Flight Line.  

 

There is a tendency among some flyers to 

treat electric power with less care than IC 

powered planes. Nothing could be further 

from the truth. Electric propellers can very 

easily be accidently started up and they cut 

human flesh very easily. The main problem 

identified by the committee is that it is 

impossible to know if a model is electrically 

"armed" and therefore ready to burst into life 

with either a simple movement of the throttle 

or some external interference. 

 

The solution is to incorporate what will be 

known as a SafeTag. This solution is stunning 

in its simplicity, consisting of nothing more 

than a dummy (open-circuit) connector with a 

green ribbon attached, that is inserted directly 

into the ESC power connector in place of the 

battery, or into the external arming socket if 

the model is so equipped. No special skills 

such as soldering are required. Anyone 

walking past the model can see the bright 

green SafeTag, indicating that the model is 

safe.  In this issue (page 3) you can read an 

overview of how the SafeTag system works 

and how to easily add it to your electric 

models. 

 

The Committee unanimously supports this 

safety initiative and the Club will introduce it  

progressively over the coming weeks. All 

electric flyers please take note and inspect 

models fitted with the SafeTag when they 

appear at the flying field. The Club will supply 

green ribbon and the member will supply the 

blank plug/socket to suit each model. Electric 

models must always display a properly-

connected SafeTag when located in the 

shaded areas, or if left unattended in any 

area. A period of transition is unavoidable and 

will give everybody time to set up their models 

to comply. Eventually this system will become 

compulsory for safe electric operations at 

HMAC. 

 

The flying field is very dry at this time of year 

and we have some horrendous surface cracks 

opening up in our heavy clay soil. Please take 

care walking to and from the flight line area, 

especially immediately in front of the Club 

rooms. The actual landing area is not  affected 

quite so badly but there are a number of 

undulations. It is impossible to pour enough 

water onto the whole area to even things out. 

We just have to wait for the rains to come. 

Meanwhile we will obtain some material to fill 

in the worst  cracks. This material has to be 

approved by DEWNR so it could take a week 

or two. 

 

Observant web surfers will have noticed that 

at long last our website has had a makeover. 

It is fairly cosmetic at the moment but we 

have big ideas for change. Members can help 

by sending photos with captions to be 

included in the gallery. Any written articles can 

also be incorporated.  The new weather link is 

very good. Check it out at the usual address  

www.holdfastmac.com.au 

 

Kingsley Neumann 
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Control Line Model Presentation at 

March Social Meeting 
 

Greg Roadknight, Geoff Prosser and Mal 

Dwyer Brought along some of their con-

trol line models to the March Social 

Meeting and gave attendees a great 

insight to the special aspects of C/L 

model setup and flying. It is always inter-

esting to learn about different categories 

of model flying and competition and we 

thank Greg, Geoff and Mal for sharing 

their knowledge and experience in con-

trol line flying. 

 

The photo shows Greg Roadknight with 

one of the competition-class models. 

“ … Please take care walking 

to and from the flight line 

area, especially immediately 

in front of the Club rooms. 

The actual landing area is not  

affected quite so badly but 

there are a number of undula-

tions ...” 

file:///C:/Users/Geoff/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/7L08US8P/www.holdfastmac.com.au


 

 

The basis of the SafeTag system is a ‘dummy’ plug/socket, that ensures the maintenance of an open circuit between the power 

battery and the ESC, attached to a green ribbon which makes an obvious visual indication of a safe system. The plug/socket of the 

SafeTag (with the attached ribbon) has to be removed before the circuit can be made complete. It can be used either internally by 

attaching it directly onto the ESC plug or externally by placing it into an arming socket. 

 

Preparation 

 
A bright green ribbon attached to a plug/socket matching the electric power connections is all that is needed. 

The plug/socket is open circuit. It is suggested that the ribbon is 10mm to 15mm wide and long enough to have at least 200mm 

showing outside the model in plain view. 

 

Most modellers will need a socket that will plug into the ESC where the battery would normally be plugged in. Where a model is 

equipped with an arming socket, a plug matching that socket will be required. No wires are to be connected between the terminals of 

the SafeTag plug/socket. Some connectors, such as EC5s, don’t even need to have the metal inserts (the plastic shields grip together 

sufficiently). Other connectors could be made easier to insert/remove by the removal of one of the pins or by modification of the pins. 

SafeTag System Overview 
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Use 
 

STANDARD SET-UP (no external arming system) 

Connect the dummy socket of the SafeTag to the power plug of the ESC and place the ribbon so that it is in plain view outside the 

model. The model can then be considered safe even if there is a battery in position. When wishing to arm the model the SafeTag 

will need to be removed and the battery connected. As soon as the flight is completed, unplug the battery and reinsert the SafeTag 

ensuring that the ribbon is outside the model and in plain view. 

 

MODELS WITH AN EXTERNAL ARMING SOCKET 

Place the plug of the SafeTag into the arming socket and ensure the ribbon is in plain view. To arm the system remove the SafeTag 

and insert the arming plug. When finished, remove the arming plug and re-insert the SafeTag ensuring the ribbon is in plain view. 

An assortment of connectors attached to the ribbon with a variety of methods (epoxy glue, CA, heat shrink and binding) 

All electric models without a SafeTag correctly fitted and without the ribbon in plain view must be considered armed and potentially 

unsafe. Ideally, all electric models should be brought to the flying site with the SafeTag already fitted. 
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 The Dark Side - by John Jefferson 

As more students arrived with 2.4 GHz 

equipment, the club invested in 2.4 

transmitters for buddy box use.  Using 

students’ and the club’s equipment for training 

I had no instances of signal loss.  This gave me 

confidence that 2.4 was the way of the future. 

 

I looked at the different brands and systems on 

the market, but procrastinated because “if it 

(my 36 system) ain’t broke, why fix it?”.  

Besides, I would have to replace receivers on 

all my planes as well.  Enter my dear wife 

Marika who encouraged me to go for the new 

technology – “get with it John!”  Who can argue 

with that? 

 

So, I bought a new 2.4 transmitter, which, I was 

pleased to find out, came with two receivers 

(one full range and one park flyer), plus a 

bonus full range receiver thrown in by the 

dealer.  Happy with that!  I lashed out and 

bought two additional full range receivers to 

start converting my fleet. 

 

I’ve converted four of my planes so far, three 

glow and one electric.  The process is similar to 

original setup where you install the receiver 

and set the throws, dual 

rates, exponential, 

aileron differential, 

check C of G etc.  Then 

the test flight and 

trimming.  All four have 

been flown and I’m 

satisfied with their 

performance – definitely 

airworthy. 

 

Hmmm, must start thinking about converting 

the rest of the fleet. 

It’s finally happened.  I’ve 

gone over to the dark side; 

2.4 GHz that is.  You could 

say this is the second time 

I’ve gone to the dark side; 

the first being when I started 

dabbling with electric planes. 

 

My 36 MHz system has served me well for close 

to 9 years.  The only problem has been an 

occasional brief glitch when flying a model in the 

north east corner of our field.  It would appear 

t h a t  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  f r o m  t h e 

telecommunications tower interfered with my 

radio set-up, causing a momentary roll and/or 

pitch, fortunately with almost instantaneous 

recovery. 

 

Frequency clashes were rare.  I got to know the 

other flyers that used the same frequency as 

mine, and on the odd occasions when we were 

at the field at the same time, it was no problem 

to take turns. 

 

When 2.4 started taking off (excuse the pun) a 

few years ago, I thought about upgrading, but 

had concerns when some models using this new

-fangled, early generation equipment crashed.  

Factors that appeared to contribute to the 

crashes included: 

 

 incorrect placement of receiver antenna(s); 

 incorrect orientation of transmitter antenna; 

 transmitter power output questionable; and 

 high power draw when servos subjected to 

heavy load such as aggressive aerobatics, 

causing a voltage drop whereby the receiver 

lost connection to the transmitter. 

“… Enter my dear wife Marika 

who encouraged me to go for 

the new technology – “get with 

it John!”  Who can argue with 

that? ...“ 

2013-14 Budget 
 

Over the next few weeks the committee will be reviewing the 

year to date income and expenses and using them as a guide 

to draft an operating budget for the next financial year. 

Factors to be considered include property rental, tariffs for 

water and electricity usage, field maintenance and 

improvements, membership numbers, MASA fees and 

insurance, to name but a few. 

 

The Club relies upon membership fees to cover most of its 

operating costs, so the setting of these fees is a crucial part of the budget process, ensuring on 

the one hand that the income will be sufficient to pay the bills while at the same time keeping 

Club membership as affordable as possible. This can be quite a juggling act when estimating 

future costs, particularly for utilities. 

 

Once the draft budget has been formulated it will presented to members at the General Meeting 

on Friday, May 3rd. You are invited to attend this meeting, have your say and cast your vote for 

the approval of the Budget. 

 



 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 Wed 3rd April - MASA Meeting 

 Fri 5th April - Social Meeting 

 Sun 7th April - Pylon & Combat 

 12-14 April - Golden Era Air 

Races 

 Wed 17th April - Committee 

Meeting 

 Sun 21st April - Fun Fly 

 

Newcomers to R/C modelling are catered for by setting aside every Sunday 

morning from 10 am when qualified instructors will teach all aspects required for 

the safe operation of the model. During the training period no other models are 

allowed to fly, ensuring the least possible distractions to the student. 

P.O. Box 94 

O'Halloran Hill 

S.A. 5158 

HOLDFAST MODEL AERO CLUB 

Club Phone: 08 8377 2708 

Web: www.holdfastmac.com.au  

 

Newsletter Editor  

buzz@itapps.com.au 

We are fortunate in having so many rated instructors and our thanks go to those keen instructors who turn up even when they are not 

rostered on. We expect to see more learners now that the warm weather is here. Advanced Flying Training is available on request, so if 

you want to brush up your flying for a Wings test, please arrange a session with one of the Instructors. There are still a number of “Solo 

Only” flyers out there who could easily qualify for the Bronze Wings. 

Date Instructor Instructor Assistant

 MAR 31st

 APR 7th Kingsley Neumann Alan Scroop Max Thomas

 APR 14th Graham Paterson John Jefferson Ted Carter

 APR 21st Matt Jamieson Ross Lloyd Trevor Baudinette

 APR 28th Peter Robertson Kingsley Neumann Max Thomas

 MAY 5th Alan Scroop Graham Paterson Ted Carter

 MAY 12th

Instructor Roster (April-May)

Easter Sunday - No Instructors rostered

Mothers Day - No Instructors rostered

Open class pylon 

Peter Smyth (HMAC) 110 

Tom Jacobsen (Noarlunga) 108 

Vin Pike (HMAC) 96 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 88 

John Yianni (HMAC) 61 

Mike Savill (Connie) 47 

Finn Kank (Noarlunga) 20 

 

Standard class pylon 

Les Mepham (HMAC) 67 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 65 

John Jefferson (HMAC) 64 

James York (Noarlunga) 63 

Mike Keele (HMAC) 52 

WW I combat 

Max Thomas (HMAC) 6 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 1 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 1 

Merv Harris (HMAC) 1 

 

WW II combat 

John Jefferson (HMAC) 1 

Ross Lloyd (HMAC) 1 

Pylon & Combat Competition Results - 3rd February 2013 

ADELAIDE GOLDEN ERA AIR RACES 

12th to 14th April 2013 

 

These biennial races will be held on Friday 12th of April to 

Sunday 14th April 2013, public days are Saturday and Sun-

day. Constellation Model Flying Club will again host this 

exciting event with flyers attending from all over the coun-

try. As this event requires a lot of helpers we would like as 

many volunteers as possible from HMAC to provide assis-

tance. It’s a chance to be involved with the biggest event of 

its kind in the Southern Hemisphere and you will earn a 

little money for your club. If you are willing to assist please 

contact John Anthony on 8322 3171 for more details. 


