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Inside this issue: 

Be sure to come to the Social 

Meeting on Friday, March 1st 

 

Weather permitting, there will 

be a demonstration of state-

of the-art control line model 

f ly ing fo l lowed by a 

presentation on the latest 

developments in this facet of 

the sport. 

 

See page 2 for more details. 

The HMAC newsletter is your vehicle for sharing information, experiences, building projects, etc with your fellow members. If you have 

photos of your latest model, a construction in progress or handy tip you’d like to share, please send it to Geoff at buzz@itapps.com.au 

for inclusion in a future edition of BUZZ. 

 

 

Attendees at the February HMAC Social meeting were treated to a demonstration of high 

performance gliders. Here, Greg Potter (SSL) is winch-launching a 3.8m thermal soarer - the climb 

rate was staggering ! 

March 1st Social Meeting 



 

 

Kingsley Neumann 

I am pleased to see that most flyers are 

complying with the 10 metre rule on the flight 

line. The fluoro paint line is fading fast but it 

has served as a reminder to check your 

proximity to the barriers. 

The demonstration of glider operations by 

Greg Potter, Robert Gunn, Mike Seyfang  and 

Bill Kent was very successful despite rather a 

stiff breeze. In fact the breeze enabled some 

spectacular heights to be achieved with a 

mighty ping off the line. The Hand Launch 

Glider was also quite amazing. The large 4.5 

metre gliders have a very flat glide and 

extremely complex variable camber flaps.  

After the demonstration Greg and Robert gave 

a very interesting talk explaining the various 

FAI competition classes and a couple of local 

variations. There is a lot of interest in the 

"Radian" class which is an easy entry point for 

most Club Members. We have already 

experimented with a casual form of electric 

glider competition at our HMAC Fun day which 

is held on the third Sunday of each month. So 

how about dusting off (or even purchasing) 

that electric glider and come along to have a 

go? 

The March Club meeting will be preceded by a 

Control Line demonstration and a talk on 

electric CL flight by Russel Bond. 

The Committee is continuing its final 

negotiations with DEWNR for a new lease on 

our flying field. I am pleased to report that our 

latest meeting has virtually arrived at an 

agreed position and we are hoping to have a 

signed document within about four weeks. 

The lease period will be for 10 years with an 

option to renew for a further 10 years. The 

rent is not cheap but it is manageable within 

our fee structure. Members can expect to see 

regular fee rises each year but they should be 

minimal. 

Already the Committee is thinking about how 

we can improve our facilities now that it looks 

like we will have a secure tenure. I have 

already mentioned a replacement shed and 

better storage for the tractor and other 

equipment. If any Member has any ideas, 

please let the Committee know.  We will be 

taking a responsible approach to any 

development and Members will be kept fully 

informed. The budget items could be 

interesting this year! 

One fact that emerged from our DEWNR 

meeting is that we are protected to a large 

extent by the Master Plan for O'Halloran Hill 

Recreation Park. In this plan our activity is 

acknowledged by the community. Therefore it 

is extremely important that we remain on good 

terms with our neighbours. Factors such as 

noise levels and safety are obviously very 

important. 

I am enjoying a good old fashioned model 

building project at the moment. It is a Sig 

Astro Hog which is a classic from about 60 

years ago when RC was in its infancy. The 

model was designed for an aerobatic 

competition in the U.S. and was very 

successful. The design has been modified by 

the SIG company and modernised slightly but 

even that was done some thirty years ago. The 

result is a retro style with excellent flight 

characteristics. It would not have a chance in 

a modern competition but is such a pleasant 

flying model, according to all reports, that it is 

still very popular. My shed floor has been 

about a foot deep in balsa shavings at times. 

It should fly in a few weeks. 

Kingsley Neumann 
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Control Line Demo at March Social Meeting 
 

Weather permitting, there will be a demonstration of traditional 

and also modern Control Line flying at our field from 6.00PM on 

Friday 1st March.  

 

Club Member Mal Dyer has arranged for Russel Bond to show us 

his electric powered model and to give us an insight into exactly 

how CL flying has progressed in recent years. The flight line will 

be reserved for CL flying only.  

 

Anyone who has a CL plane and wants to show us how it goes can certainly do that as long as 

priority is given to our guest flyers. The social meeting will get underway at 8.00PM and Russell 

will address the group. Other Club models may also be shown. Supper is available. 

April 5th Social Meeting 
 

Join us at the April Social 

Meeting where Andrew 

B u r d o n  w i l l  b e 

d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e 

fascinating technology of 3D 

printing and its use in our 

hobby. 
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 55 or 65? That is the Question - by John Jefferson 

aerodynamic formula for this exercise, but my 

method seemed logical and importantly, 

worked out as expected.)  Using self-adhesive 

mag wheel weights from my local car tyre shop 

I added 30 grams as a conservative start.  

Better to be slightly nose heavy than tail heavy 

during a test flight.  Using the classic method of 

supporting the plane at the C of G point, the 

balance seemed to be on the mark. 

 

The day of the test flight arrived.  First task was 

to run the engine while still on the ground, 

using a tank of fuel to settle things down.  Then 

the test flight, which went better than 

expected.  A couple of clicks of down elevator 

trim and she flew smoothly.  Stall test carried 

out, C of G good, no need for any more weight 

in the tail.  I was reluctant to use full throttle as 

the performance envelope was more than 

satisfactory in the half to three quarter throttle 

range.  When the engine has been run for a 

while I’ll see what she does at full tilt.  Next 

flight I got carried away and used up a full tank 

of fuel, resulting in a dead-stick landing.  No 

drama.  Just need to remember the 65 is a bit 

thirstier than the 55. 

 

Overall I’m very pleased with the result.  The 

Sundowner has been given a new lease of life 

with the 2.4 radio system and 65 engine.  As 

the saying goes, “There’s no substitute for 

cubes!” 

 
(Ed: John’s OS Max-55 is for sale - visit the website at 

www.holdfastmac.com.au/sale.html if you’re interested) 

Five years ago I 

purchased a 50 

size Sundowner, 

a Reno formula 

one style racer 

wh ich  looks 

similar to the full 

size Shoestring 

racer.  The 

engine I chose 

was an OS Max-

55 AX two stroke, fairly new on the market at 

the time.  The airframe/engine combination 

proved a good match.  I was very happy with the 

flying characteristics and performance of the 

model. 

 

Recently I changed the Sundowner’s 36 MHz 

radio system to 2.4 GHz.  Once it was installed 

and test flown I thought “what if the plane had 

some more grunt?”  The 55 was adequate, but 

that quest for just a little more power was 

compelling so I purchased an OS Max-65 AX two 

stroke.  The plane should take the extra power 

without over-stressing as I reinforced the firewall 

and surrounding area when installing the 

original engine. 

 

The engine transplant went well although some 

surgery was needed to the firewall and cowl to 

accommodate the larger muffler.  I was mindful 

of the increased weight of the 65 up front which 

meant the C of G would need to be re-set to its 

correct position.  According to their 

specifications the 65 was 129 grams heavier 

than the 55 (both inclusive of muffler).  My first 

reaction was to get 130 grams (near enough) of 

lead in the tail to offset the heavier 65.  Ten 

seconds later I woke up.  130 grams of extra 

weight up front does not require 130 in the tail.  

You have to take into account the moment arm!  

I measured the distance from the C of G to the 

engine and to the tail, worked out the 

percentage of each then used that ratio to work 

out the extra weight required in the tail.  In my 

case the forward moment arm was 27%, 

rearward 73%.  129 grams multiplied by 27% 

(not 73%) equalled 35 grams (all figures 

rounded).  (I’m sure there is a more rigorous 

“… Using self-adhesive mag 

wheel weights from my local 

car tyre shop I added 30 

grams as a conservative start.  

Better to be slightly nose 

heavy than tail heavy during a 

test flight...“ 

Safety is  Paramount 
 

In the interests of safety at our Club, a Safety subcommittee has been formed to review all 

practices relating to the preparation and flying of model aircraft at the field. Its first task is to 

establish clear guidelines for the operation of electric models, as there have been examples 

witnessed of potentially dangerous practices relating to the arming of electric motors in the pits 

area. In the coming weeks you will see information published about the safest ways to prepare 

electric models for flight. If a committee member approaches you and alerts you to the fact that 

you are doing something that is potentially harmful to either yourself or others, please take the 

advice graciously. We want you to enjoy your hobby with minimum risk - following a few simple 

rules will make this possible. 

http://www.holdfastmac.com.au/sale.html


 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 Fri 1st March - Social Meeting 

 Sun 3rd Mar - Pylon & Combat 

 Wed 6th Mar - MASA Meeting 

 Sun 17th Mar - Fun Fly 

 Wed 20th Mar - Committee 

Meeting  

 Fri 5th Apr - Social Meeting 

 

Newcomers to R/C modelling are catered for by setting aside every Sunday 

morning from 10 am when qualified instructors will teach all aspects required for 

the safe operation of the model. During the training period no other models are 

allowed to fly, ensuring the least possible distractions to the student. 

P.O. Box 94 

O'Halloran Hill 

S.A. 5158 

HOLDFAST MODEL AERO CLUB 

Club Phone: 08 8377 2708 

Web: www.holdfastmac.com.au  

 

Newsletter Editor  

buzz@itapps.com.au 

We are fortunate in having so many rated instructors and our thanks go to those keen instructors who turn up even when they are not 

rostered on. We expect to see more learners now that the warm weather is here. Advanced Flying Training is available on request, so if 

you want to brush up your flying for a Wings test, please arrange a session with one of the Instructors. There are still a number of “Solo 

Only” flyers out there who could easily qualify for the Bronze Wings. 

Date Instructor Instructor Assistant

 MAR 3rd Matt Jamieson Ross Lloyd (Ted Carter)

 MAR 10th Peter Robertson Kingsley Neumann Trevor Baudinette

 MAR 17th Alan Scroop Graham Paterson Max Thomas

 MAR 24th John Jefferson Matt Jamieson (Ted Carter)

 MAR 31st Ross Lloyd Peter Robertson Trevor Baudinette

 APR 7th Kingsley Neumann Alan Scroop Max Thomas

 APR 14th Graham Paterson John Jefferson Ted Carter

Instructor Roster (March-April)

Recent Achievements 

Solo: Riley Smith   (Instructors - Kingsley Neumann, Graham Paterson) 

Solo: Andrew Moey  (instructors - Kingsley Neumann, Peter Robertson) 

Heli Enthusiasts Please Note 

If you’re looking for a great bargain on electric 

helicopters, tools and spares, hop over to the 

For Sale section of the HMAC website at 

www.holdfastmac.com.au/sale.html.  

 

But you’d better be quick as this complete package will no doubt be snapped up in a flash. 

Open class pylon 

Tom Jacobsen (Noarlunga) 89 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 88 

Vin Pike (HMAC) 87 

John Yianni (HMAC) 56 

Finn Kank (Noarlunga) 47 

Mike Savill (Connie) 35 

 

Standard class pylon 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 72 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 70 

Les Mepham (HMAC) 64 

John Jefferson (HMAC) 51 

James York (Noarlunga) 41 

WW I combat 

Graham Paterson (HMAC) 5 

Peter Robertson (HMAC) 5 

Max Thomas (HMAC) 5 

 

WW II combat 

John Jefferson (HMAC) 5 

Ross Lloyd (HMAC) 5 

Pylon & Combat Competition Results - 3rd February 2013 

http://www.holdfastmac.com.au/sale.html

