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Inside this issue: 

Be sure to come to the Social 

Meeting on Friday, February 

1st 

 

Robert Gunn & Greg Potter 

from SSL will be guest 

speakers on the topic of 

gliding, and will demonstrate 

winch launches and some 

slick thermal gliders before 

sunset! 

 

Twilight flying and demos 

commence at 6:00 pm. Bring 

your own sandwich for tea, 

late supper will be provided 

after the presentations. 

The HMAC newsletter is your vehicle for sharing information, experiences, building projects, etc with your fellow members. If you have 

photos of your latest model, a construction in progress or handy tip you’d like to share, please send it to Geoff at buzz@itapps.com.au 

for inclusion in a future edition of BUZZ. 

 

 

The HMAC Christmas BBQ is a popular event and 2012 was no exception. It is also the setting for 

the presentation of Annual Awards and the winners list is a well-kept secret until the day. See 

page 4 for more details. 

Feb 1st Social Meeting 



 

 

Kingsley Neumann 

I would like to remind all Members that we 

must ALL operate our models in accordance 

with the Club By Laws at ALL TIMES.  This is 

extremely important because your insurance 

cover might be compromised if Club Rules are 

broken.  

The Committee has received several 

complaints about helicopters being operated 

too close to the Pits area . It is indeed very 

tempting to launch your whirly-bird from just 

any old point and then to have a fine old time 

zooming about close to the Flight Line. The 

rule for ALL RC models is that they must not 

be flown closer than 10 metres to the Flight 

Line. This is to ensure that we comply with the 

CASA regulation requiring us to be no closer 

than 30 metres to persons not involved with 

the operation of the model. (IE people sitting 

on the seats in the shade area and in the 

public area).  

 In order that we might all see exactly where 

that imaginary 10 metre line is, we will be 

marking it with fluoro paint. Anyone who does 

not comply with this rule will be approached 

and warned by the Committee. It is quite easy 

to comply with. The Helicopter hovering 

practice area will also be clearly indicated with 

some fluoro paint. 

 It is not only helicopter flyers who transgress 

this 10 metre rule. There  have been several 

cases of electric powered aircraft being 

launched with a casual toss into the air from 

the Pits. This practice must also cease. You 

need to walk out onto the field after warning 

any other flyers with a call of "On the Field."  

Powered gliders can be launched from the 

area immediately south or north of the Flight 

Line area then the climb-out can be made 

clear of the normal traffic pattern. Care must 

be taken when launching to the north because 

you could be very close to the 30 metre point 

in relation to the Public Viewing area. 

In addition, fixed wing flyers should be mindful 

of the 10 metre rule for all fly-pasts and 

landings. You must stand BEHIND the safety 

barriers while flying. Do not sit on the barrier 

or lean back against the barrier from the front.  

It is a bit like wearing a seat belt in your car 

and should happen automatically. I have said 

it before and I will say it again; have fun flying 

but do it safely! 

The new "Social Meeting" format is working 

well. We have organised guest speakers for 

the next few months and while Daylight Saving 

continues we will have some flying activity 

before the meetings. On February 1st we will 

have Robert Gunn and Greg Potter from SSL 

demonstrating glider winch operations  

launching from 6.00 PM followed by a close 

look at the sophisticated thermal gliders 

(F3B).  Along similar lines (no pun intended) 

we are anticipating a demonstration of the 

latest amazing developments in Control-Line 

aerobatic competition (F2B) models for the 

March 1st meeting.  

Supper will be provided at every social 

meeting. 

Kingsley Neumann 
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Send your requests to Geoff Haynes at 

buzz@itapps.com.au. 

Oh, and please remember to let us know 

when you’ve successfully bought or sold so 

we can remove the ads from the web site. 

“… fixed wing flyers should 

be mindful of the 10 metre 

rule for all fly-pasts and 

landings. You must stand 

BEHIND the safety barriers 

while flying. Do not sit on the 

barrier or lean back against 

the barrier from the front.  

....” 

Wanting to Buy or Sell? 

If you have R/C equipment that you no longer 

need and are thinking of selling, don’t forget 

that you can advertise for free on the HMAC 

web site. Similarly, if you’re after a model or 

accessories at the right price, you can also 

place a “Wanted” ad on the web site. 

Please ensure that you provide a clear 

description of the item for sale or wanted, 

together with your contact details. If you’re 

selling, a picture is worth a thousand words 

and attracts more potential buyers, so take the 

time to supply good quality photos as well as 

text. 
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 Aviation Acronyms - by John Jefferson 

• 2S, 3S, 4S, 5S etc 

• ARF 

• BEC 

• BnF 

• Brushless 

• Clunk 

• Cyano 

• Dual rates 

• EPO/EPP 

• ESC 

• Expo 

• Foamie 

• Inrunner 

• LiPo 

• Outrunner 

• PnP 

• RTF 

• Sub-trim 

  

 

Clearly this list is not all inclusive.  If you 

understand all the terms then you’ve been in 

the game a while.  If you don’t understand 

them all, don’t despair because you’ll probably 

come across the unknowns at some stage – 

possibly when you get around to buying that 3S 

LiPo powered PnP war-bird foamie. 

 

Enough of this rambling.  I have to get back to 

the hangar and continue with my latest balsa 

bashing project.  It’s progressing; tail feathers 

and foam core aerofoil done, ready for shrink 

film.  Fuz nearing completion, then shrink film 

and installation of the glow/nitro burner on its 

radial mount, plumbing, Rx, servos, NiMh pack 

and harness, snakes, quick links and horns.  

Set the throws and CG; maiden, trim as 

necessary and have fun.  Oh, and I’m still using 

36 Meg with a synthetic Rx.  The project?  It’s a 

point ten. 

 

Isn’t our hobby just the greatest? 

Aviat ion technology has 

progressed at an incredible rate 

over the last 100 plus years.  As 

new technology is developed 

and applied, it often has a title 

that reflects the nature of its 

usage, which can be lengthy and 

consequently is simplified into 

an acronym.  This then becomes part of the 

arcane language of the aviation industry - 

commercial, recreational and us modellers. 

 

Looking briefly through my reference material I 

counted close to 100 acronyms, plus 13 “V” 

speed references (V1, VMO, VNE, VR etc).  In 

addition there are numerous codes and 

abbreviations of systems, procedures etc.  I’m 

fascinated by the “Q” codes which were 

developed when air to ground communication 

was made via wireless telegraphy – common 

ones still in use include QNE and QNH.  The 

military has its own mind boggling host of 

acronyms, a lot of them relating to weapons 

systems. 

 

We modellers are not immune to the use of 

acronyms, descriptive and abbreviated 

terminology.  Our sphere of operations is 

continually expanding, and the introduction of 

new technology brings the inevitable new 

terminology.  As a relative newcomer to radio 

control models (8 years since I joined HMAC 

[another acronym]), I had to learn this new lingo. 

 

Our language at the club and elsewhere when 

talking “shop” includes the following 

terminology: 

 

  

• 36 Meg 

• 2.4 Gig 

“… If you understand all the 

terms then you’ve been in the 

game a while.  If you don’t 

understand them all, don’t 

despair because you’ll 

probably come across the 

unknowns at some stage  ...“ 

Recent Achievements 

Bronze Wings: James Hurr    (Instructors - Matt Jamieson, Ross Lloyd) 

Scale Corner 
Highly Detailed Full Cockpit Kits 

 

If you seriously want to add realism to your model, INZPAN 

offers a range of 1/4 scale cockpit kits for the Spitfire, 

Mustang and FW190. They also supply a kit for the Tiger 

Moth. They aren’t cheap! Prices range from $200 to 

$300+. If that’s beyond your budget, INZPAN also sells an 

extensive array of dials, switches and controls so you can 

make your own cockpit, as well as panel kits for various 

classes of model - warbirds, general aviation and aerobat-

ic. For more details, visit the web site at www.inzpan.com.  

http://www.inzpan.com


 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 Fri 1st February - Social Meeting 

 Sun 3rd Feb - Pylon & Combat 

 Wed 6th February - MASA 

Meeting 

 Sun 17th February - Fun Fly 

 Wed 20th February - Committee 

Meeting  

 Fri 1st March - Social Meeting 

 

Newcomers to R/C modelling are catered for by setting aside every Sunday 

morning from 10 am when qualified instructors will teach all aspects required for 

the safe operation of the model. During the training period no other models are 

allowed to fly, ensuring the least possible distractions to the student. 

P.O. Box 94 

O'Halloran Hill 

S.A. 5158 

HOLDFAST MODEL AERO CLUB 

Club Phone: 08 8377 2708 

Web: www.holdfastmac.com.au  

 

Newsletter Editor  

buzz@itapps.com.au 

We are fortunate in having so many rated instructors and our thanks go to those keen instructors who turn up even when they are not 

rostered on. We expect to see more learners now that the warm weather is here. Advanced Flying Training is available on request, so if 

you want to brush up your flying for a Wings test, please arrange a session with one of the Instructors. There are still a number of “Solo 

Only” flyers out there who could easily qualify for the Bronze Wings. 

Date Instructor Instructor Assistant

 JAN 27th Alan Scroop Graham Paterson Trevor Baudinette

 FEB 3rd John Jefferson Matt Jamieson Max Thomas

 FEB 10th Ross Lloyd Peter Robertson Ted Carter

 FEB 17th Kingsley Neumann Alan Scroop Trevor Baudinette

 FEB 24th Graham Paterson John Jefferson Max Thomas

 MAR 3rd Matt Jamieson Ross Lloyd Ted Carter

 MAR 10th Peter Robertson Kingsley Neumann Trevor Baudinette

Instructor Roster (January-February-March)

2012 Christmas BBQ and Annual Awards 
 

The Christmas show was well attended by about 60 people. Nearly everyone got to sit inside the 

Clubroom which had been decorated for the event. Catering and cooking was ably handled once 

again by John Anthony and Kathy Paterson. Ross Lloyd was the recipient of the inaugural "Turkey 

Award" for famously managing to "fly" another contestant's plane in a Sunday Combat stoush when 

his plane  had actually crashed out of control but he didn't notice! 

We had several guests from other Clubs who had attended throughout the year for various events. 

Everyone seemed to have a good time and the format suits our clubroom. We might have to take 

bookings next year because seating is limited but the committee will attend to that problem with 

the purchase of more tables. 

Awards 

President’s Award  

Presented to Kathy Paterson 

for dedicated service to the Club 

Johnson Award for Applied Innovation 

Presented to John Tonkes For “Black Magic” 

Johnson Award for Scale Modelling  

Presented to Steve Nelson for Hinkler’s 

“Ibis” 

 

Open Class Pylon, First Place 

Awarded to  Tom Jacobsen 

 

Standard Class Pylon, First Place 

Awarded to Peter Robertson 

 

WW1 Combat, First Place 

Awarded to Peter Robertson 

 

WW2 Combat, First Place 

Awarded to Kingsley Everett 

 

Fun Fly, Equal First Place 

Awarded to Graham Paterson 

“500 points” 

 

Fun Fly, Equal First Place 

Awarded to Max Thomas 

“500 points” 

 


